
The Civil Parish of Ryton on Dunsmore 
Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 3
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 May 2017 in the Village Hall at 7pm 
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At 7.40pm the Chairman opened the meeting. 

  

Present:  

Chairman: Councillor Ian Spiers 

Councillors: Brenda Clarke, Rod Clarke, Chris Harbert, Colin Harrow, Martin Nobes, Geoffrey 

Marsh, Stuart Tetlow, Steve Witter 

There were two members of the public present 

Mr Geoffrey Tooke (Clerk) 

Annual Parish Council Meeting 

1 17/18 Election of Chairman 

Cllr Spiers was proposed by Cllr Marsh and seconded Cllr Witter. There being no further 

nominations it was unanimously resolved: 

That Cllr Spiers be duly elected Chairman of the Parish Council for the year 

2 17/18 The Chairman’s Declaration of Acceptance of Office 

The Chairman made the Declaration of Acceptance of Office of Chairman of the Parish Council. 

3 17/18 Apologies for Absence 

Councillors Jayne Lloyd her apologies. 

4 17/18 Declarations of interests with regard to items on the agenda 

There were no declarations. 

5 17/18 Election of Vice-Chairman  

The Members agreed to have two Vice Chairmen for the year ahead. 

Resolution proposed Cllr Spiers, seconded Cllr R Clarke 

The Parish Council resolved that Cllr Marsh and Cllr Witter are duly elected as Vice Chairman of 

the Parish Council for the year. Unanimous 

6 17/18 Dates of and Venue for Council Meetings for the Year 

Resolution proposed Cllr Spiers, seconded Cllr Marsh 

The Council resolves to usually meet on the first Wednesday of the month at 7pm in the Village 

Hall, but not to meet in August, the January meeting to be Wednesday 17
th

 January 2017, and the 

April meeting to be 11
th

 April 2017. Unanimous 

7 17/18 To appoint co-ordinators 

The following appointments were made and resolved en bloc: 

Allotments Cllr Harbert 

Litter picking Cllr R Clarke 

Newsletter Mr Keeling (Village Editor) 

Commercial organisations liaison Chairman and Vice Chairmen 

Ryton Water Meadow Cllr Marsh and Cllr Witter 

War Memorial Cllr Nobes 

Cemetery Field Management Cllr Witter and Cllr Marsh 

Pavilion Upgrade Cllr Tetlow 

Recreation Ground interface to contractors 

 Cllr Harrow 

Recreation Ground interface to users Cllr Witter 

Flag (holder & raising of flags) Mrs B Harris and Cllr R Clarke 

Planning Applications  

Planning applications will usually be distributed to all Members for comment by email with a URL 

link, Councillors should ‘reply all’ with their comments. 

Planning responses delegated powers 

Resolution proposed Cllr Marsh, seconded Cllr Spiers 

The Meeting resolved that the delegated power to respond to planning and licensing applications 

will be with the Clerk. Unanimous 

Ryton neighbourhood Plan Chairman Cllr Marsh, members to be decided 
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Disciplinary and Grievance Panels 

Disciplinary and Grievance Panel Chairman (the chairman is independent of panels and oversees 

procedure - Cllr Marsh 

Disciplinary and Grievance Panel – Chairman Cllr Spiers, members Cllr Nobes and Cllr Witter 

Disciplinary and Grievance Appeals Panel – Chairman Cllr Harrow, members Cllr B Clarke and 

Cllr Harbert 

Key holder and signatories for the notice boards. 

Mrs B Harris (6 High Street) and the Clerk will be the key holders for the notice board and that all 

councillors, Mrs B Harris and the Clerk would be signatories for notices that comply with Parish 

Council policy. Councillors contact details are stated on the notice boards. 

To appoint Representatives to Sit on Outside Bodies 

Village Hall Trust Committee Council Representative - Cllr R Clarke 

Dunsmore Community Forum To be decided on a meeting-by-meeting basis. 

WALC Cllr Spiers 

Resolution, proposed Cllr Spiers, seconded Cllr Marsh 

Resolve that all the above appointments be made for the year ahead. Unanimous 

8 17/18 Approve WALC Membership for 2018/19 

Resolution, proposed Cllr Marsh, seconded Cllr Spiers  

The Members resolve to be a member of WALC for 2018/19 and pay this year’s membership 

subscription of £547.91. Unanimous 

9 17/18 Approve ICCM Membership for 2017/18 

Resolution, proposed Cllr Spiers seconded Cllr Marsh 

The Members resolve to be a member of ICCM for this year and pay the subscription of £90.00. 

Unanimous 

Parish Council Meeting 

10 17/18 To approve the minutes of the last meeting 

Resolution, Proposed Cllr Spiers seconded Cllr Harbert  

The Council moves that the minutes of the last meeting be approved and signed as correct. 

Unanimous 

11 17/18 Matters arising from the minutes of the previous meeting 

There were no matters arising. 

Planning Application 

12 17/18 R14/0011, Warren Field Warren Close,  

Erection of 29 affordable dwellings with access, landscaping and associated works 

The Members welcome the addition to the Village of affordable housing with the 12 dwellings for 

rent and 17 for shared ownership. However, 

Access - The Members wish to object to this application on the grounds that the access is wholly 

inappropriate for the construction phase now and then ongoing in the future. The Members 

appreciate that there have been traffic studies and County Highways have been involved, but the 

day-to-day experience of the residents is that Warren Field and Warren Close is not suitable for 

further traffic. 

Warren Field and Warren Close are narrow housing estate roads that prove challenging for current 

traffic at the best of times, two or even one parked cars provides an obstruction and chicanes form. 

Construction traffic will have difficulty accessing the site at any time and will be a dangerous 

addition to these narrow residential streets. It is understood that the delivery traffic should be 

managed in terms of times of day, which will be helpful, but this cannot mitigate to the wholly 

inappropriate nature of the route to the site through the Village. 

While the construction delivery traffic could be scheduled to avoid busy times, like the rush hour 

and school time, the arrival and departure of the workforce cannot. The Village has recently 

experienced the chaos that occurs when only six houses are built at Church Farm, with workers cars 

parking in Church Road affecting the lives of residents, Church goers and pub visitors. The roads 
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around the Development site cannot cope with more parked vehicles and the arrival and departures 

will increase the traffic in an area currently being the end of a cul-de-sac. 

Once the development is complete the residents will still be subject to a vast increase of traffic, with 

two cars per dwelling plus deliveries and visitors, what has been a quiet cul-de-sac will be subjected 

to traffic movements not envisaged when the residents moved into Warren Close. This will also 

impact all of the other access streets, including Warren Field, High Street and Leamington Road. 

All of the above problems and concerns can be easily addressed by using an alternative access to 

the site through Prologis Site C, which already exists. The construction traffic, workers traffic and 

ongoing residents’ traffic would all benefit from accessing the site from the other side. With a bit of 

constructive thinking this could also provide an alternative access for the school relieving the 

current congestion and parking problems in Sodens Avenue. The whole access issue needs to be 

better thought out and the Members are disappointed that other existing possibilities have not been 

explored before reaching this stage of the planning process. 

The Parish Council request that this planning application is halted at this stage to enable better 

solutions to be explored with all of the stake holders and land owners involved. 

Working Restrictions - The Members are also concerned that this development site is adjacent to 

existing residential properties and request that day and time restrictions are put on the site to limit 

noise, and dust to normal working hours Monday to Friday. 

Parking - The Member also request that further thought is given to additional parking on the site 

once complete. Currently there are just two allocated parking spaces per dwelling which leaves no 

room in modern households for visitor parking. If more parking spaces are provided this will 

alleviate on-street parking, together with the inevitable parking that occurs in turning areas. 

Services - The Members wish to be assured that this development has the infrastructure in place to 

support 29 additional households, in terms of water, sewage and drainage and electricity. Residents’ 

experience and knowledge is that the services in the Village are already stretched. If not adequate 

this could impact on existing properties along with the new ones. 

Planning Gain - The Members wish to know what benefit will come to the Village (apart from 

more affordable housing) in terms of improved public transport links and frequency, and in 

particular increased capacity at the Village primary school. 

13 17/18 Status on Section 106 

The Council has received a summary of the available Sec106 funds to the Parish Council. Cllr 

Spiers will challenge the Borough on the amount of the available funds, due to expenditure for 

Holly Road play area. The Clerk will reiterate the projects that the Parish Council are seeking to 

fund to know if Sec106 funding would be possible. 

14 17/18 Village Hall Car Park Re-surfacing quotes 

The Village Hall car park resurfacing is one of the projects earmarked for Sec106 funding, 

however, the Members wished to resolve at this meeting which to use, in order to be ready. Both the 

quotes had been made available to the Members prior to the meeting, with this meeting’s agenda 

pack and last meeting. After discussion of the merits of the two quotes including the cost the 

Members resolved to go with 81Assist. 

Resolution, Proposed Cllr Marsh seconded Cllr Spiers 

The Council resolves to accept the quote for resurfacing the car park from 81Assist for £10,400, to 

be funded from Sec106 money when available. Unanimous 

15 17/18 Ryton Cemetery works 

The remaining works at the Ryton Cemetery field is another of the projects earmarked for Sec106 

funding, however, the Members wished to resolve to accept the quote from the preferred supplier at 

this meeting in order to be ready. The quote had been made available to the Members with the 

meeting’s agenda pack for last meeting. After discussion of the contents of the quote Members 

resolved accept the quote and agree to the cost of £18,768.18. 

Resolution, Proposed Cllr Marsh seconded Cllr Spiers 

The Council resolves to accept the quote for the remaining works to prepare the Cemetery from 

Secure-a-Field for £18,768.18, to be funded from Sec106 money when available. Unanimous 
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16 17/18 16-057 St Leonard's Church Church Fete 

The Church Fete is planned for the last weekend in June. The Members agreed to the requests in the 

letter, including the suspending of the relevant byelaws. 

Resolution, proposed Cllr Marsh, seconded Cllr Spiers.  

The Parish Council resolves that it will not enforce the byelaws 5 and 8 for the Church Fete and the 

byelaw on the sale and consumption of alcohol for the duration of the Church Fete. Unanimous 

17 17/18 Date of the next meeting 

The meeting unanimously resolved that the next Parish Council meeting will be held on Wednesday 

7
th

 June 2017 in the Village Hall at 7pm. 

 

The meeting closed at 8.50pm.   

 

 

Signed ____________ Chairman Date __________ 

 


